THE VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
by deceit, rather by force and so takes men unawares/ As
regards well-organized party caucuses, H. G. Wells
remarks: 'Our present electoral method is a mere cari-
cature of the representative government. It has produced
upon both sides of the Atlantic, big, stupid and corrupt
party machines/ The process of discussions in the Legis-
latures has become wholly unreal, the result of every
important debate being almost a foregone conclusion
dictated by the ruling party. The so-called representative
Parliaments are, consequently, fast falling into public con-
tempt as mere 'talking shops'.
If democracy is to survive^ therefore, it must go the way
of decentralization on the model of ancient rural republics
in India. This does not mean that the old Panchayats
could be revived exactly in the old form; that is neither
possible nor desirable. Necessary changes will have to be
effected to suit modern conditions. But Gandhiji was of
the definite view that an ideal constitution whether for
India or other countries must be based on the organiza-
tion of well-knit and coordinated Village Communities
with their positive and direct democracy, non-violent
cottage economy and human contacts. If men's faith in
social action is to be revivified/ writes Prof. Joad, 'the State
must be cut up and its functions distributed. He
continues: 'It must be made possible for the individual to
belong to a variety of small bodies possessing executive
powers, dealing both with production and with local
administration, as a member of which he can once again
feel that he counts politically, that his will matters and
that his work is really done for society.....It would
seem, then, that the machinery of Government must be
reduced in scale; it must be made manageable by being
made local, so that, in seeing the concrete results of their
political labours before them, men can be brought to realise
that where self-government is a fact, society is malleable to.
their wills because society is themselves/ Another well-
known political thinker, Prof. Cole observes:
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